
 

Parent Update  
November  2011 

Dear Parents,  

Welcome  back to school all students and 

parents . I hope you had amazing quality time 

with your children  during the mid -semester break.  

JIMS has been vibrant with activities  over the past 

month and the following pa ges aim to share the 

highlights with you.  

Professional Development: Bullying Workshop  

On 3 rd October 2011, Ms Diena Haryana came to 

discuss bullying issues with staff . She shared many 

ideas  about this important topic, expl aining how 

and why bullying acts t ake place  and what can 

we do to be vigilant a s teachers against such 

behaviou rs. 

We will have a  similar session with students and 

parents in the near future.  

Interim report s 

The interim report s were given  to all students  on 

the  5th October 2011 . We hope th at you have 

received th e reports and spen t some time with 

your child to discuss their progress and 

achievements.  

Tigersõ Science Fair  

 

Lively lava lamps, violent volcanoes, bountiful 

bubbles slipper y slime, exploding sound bombs , 

and fantastic foam! Thes e were the amazing 

experiments demonstrated to family and frie nds 

by the Tigers during their Science Fair on 

Wednesday 19 th October.  The event certainly 

went with a fizz, pop and bang! Congratulations 

on your hard work Tigers.  

United Nation s Day   

JIMS students went on  an amazing ôworld tourõ 

during this yearõs UN Day  celebrations which took 

place on  Friday 21st October 2011.   

The programme began with a costume parade 

where  all students wore their own national dress  

proudly . 

 

Indonesia was our spotlight c ountry this year, and 

the students were treated to a traditional shadow 

puppet ( Wayang Kulit ) show by  Mr Riswadi . He 

wore Javanese traditional cost ume consist ing  of 

blangkon (hat), beskap (jacket), jarig (traditional 

Javanese fabric), selop (sandal s), and a dagger 

slipped behind his back. The puppets were made 

from cow skin, and the characters played in his 

performance were Semar, Petruk, Gareng, 

Bagong and Janoko. In short, the moral of the 

story was that a King should lead the country 

wisely.   

The studen ts then visited a variety of booths 

representing differe nt countries, organized by the  

PTA and staff .  

In the Indonesia n booth you could find traditional 

fabrics from West Java, Central Java, East Java, 

and South Sumatra. There were also some 

traditional s nacks, such as ongol -ongol  and 

klepon ; and  also some f ruits. Students played 

traditional  games  such as Congklak  and Engklek  

(traditional hopscotch).  



 

Over in the UK booth, students had the rare 

opportunity to have tea with the Queen. Students 

were greeted by a lady -in-waiting and a cheeky 

cockney butler  and once they were deemed 

presentable were allowed in to enjoy the 

traditional delights of jelly and ice -cream, a cup 

of English tea and strawberries and cream.  For 

Her Majestyõs entertainment, the teachers were 

then asked to run the sponge gauntlet and the 

students bobbed for apples.  

In the Japan ese booth , students learnt how to  

make mochi s using the big wooden equipment 

they ha d  in the middle of the class. And of course 

they got t o eat what they made ...Yummy... 

Across the sea i n the Korea n booth , students 

tasted a variety of traditional snacks, and played  

traditional musical instruments (flute and 

tambourine). In the Chin ese booth  students got 

to write  their  

 The booth of India offer ed  students the 

opportu nity to wear traditional henna  

decorations . Most students put it on their hands.  

Each student was also g iven a souvenir .  

Malaysia ns and Singapore ans wowed the 

students with their portrayal of a traditional 

wedding;  complete with a bride and a bride 

groom (thanks to our Year 10 students for 

volunteering!) The wedding  party  includ ed  

traditional decoration s and food.   

The Music Suite enjoyed a day long jam session . 

Our very own Mr Jon  and Mr Daemeon play ed 

traditional song s from various countries .  Mr Ucok 

an d Mr Deni ensured that sports  from different 

parts of the world were played over on the 

Basketball Court .  Behind the Tigersõ classroom, 

the upper primary and secondary students had 

fun p ainting the JIMS Multicultural mural , based 

on Maria Ericaõs drawing that won the 

competition . Early years and lower primary 

students worked on a multicultural patchwork 

project in the Art Room with Mr Ezzie.  

The day concluded at lunch when students, 

teachers and parents en joyed an International 

Pot Luck with s tudents bringing  along traditional 

dishes from their home country. The result was a 

delicious feast of fabulous foods from around the 

globe!  

Thank you to all parents, teachers and students 

who  had helped to make this yearõs UN Day 

celebrations a success.   

 

 

Secondar y Big Trip to Medan (North Sumatra)  

Secondary students had a wonderful  and  

insightful time during their visit to North Sumatera.   

Students  were able to engage in a number of 

activities linked to their Cambridge  courses, most 

notably, visiting the jungle i n Bukit Lawang to 

observe deforestation first hand and explore links 

with the Orangutan en dangered species and  

their  habitat .  And yes they  did come face to 

face with their close cousins, the Orang utans.    

 

Prior to their departure , the students had a 

work shop with a n activist from Al Goreõs The 

Climate Project  and were able to further 

investigate the  relations between global 

warming, deforestation and the destruction of 

the Orangutansõ habitat when they were in Bukit 

Lawang.    

On the final day, they went to visit a fantastic 

International School in Medan  which also 



 

followed the Cambridge curriculum and had 

recently undertaken a school wide global 

warming programme - an extremely exciting 

initiative and a valuable learning experience for 

the JIMS students.    

 

In Lake Toba, they were able to study the culture 

of North Sumatera ns, looking closely at the 

society and the traditions of Batak people  and 

linking them with their Global Perspective 

syllabus.    Undoubtedly, the students had an eye 

opening adventure that enhanced their 

knowledge and commitment on multiculturalism 

and environmental sustainability.   

 

Year 5 -6 trip to Solo and Jogja  

Departing on Monday 24 th October, the Tigers 

and Komodos waved farewell to their parents 

and travelled to Solo and Jogja fo r their week 

long cultural field trip.  During the trip, they were 

able to learn about the Arts the Javanese way.   

 

The trip began with a visit to Kasunanan Solo, 

where they visited the palace and the museum  

and learn ed about  traditional dance s, played 

traditional games, and were treated to a 

traditional banquet dinner fit for royalty. Other 

activities included a tour around Solo in an open -

top bus; batik making; watching a wayang wong  

performance; and learning to play gamelan . All 

done in one super, original, legendary, 

outstanding week! J J 

 

Year 3 -4 camp at Cibedug  

The students went through a truly un ique 

experience . They did many team building and 

riskðtaking  games . On our first day, the Dragons 

and Lions confronted their fears as they took a 50 

metre  plunge on the flyi ng fox. At the end of this 

exciting flight, the students were greeted by a 15 

meters steep hill that they had to climb. Everyone 

charge d their way up the ropes and w ere  out of 

breath once t hey reached the top - a very 

successful climb in deed. Afterwards, heavy rain s 

overwhelmed the camp, but the stu dents were 

not disheartened. They continued to work 

together, chanting and creating some artistic 

piece s as a group. By night fall, they sat by a 

cosy campf ire, sharing  stories while roast ing  

delicious marshmallows. They were lucky enough 

to sleep in the tents that night as th e rain eased 

off. For some of them , it was their first time 

sleeping outside of the house, and this 

experience proved more challenging than 

expected.   

 

By Day 2, the stud ents had made a speedy 

recovery from the previous day, and  they  trekked 

their way out to the corn fields to plant  seeds. 

Around lunchtime, the Year 1s and 2s joined 

them at the camp site and they all helped 

them selves to some wonderful food. They all did 

many activities together before heading back to 

on Friday.  
 

Year 1 -2 Camp at Cibedug  

After waiting with anticipation for the big day, 

the Penguins and Dolphins went for their 

camping in Cibedug, Bogor, o n Thursday 27 th 

October . The first activity that they did after they 

arrived and ate lunch was scout hunting . Each 

group had  a clue which told them where to go 

and eventually they reached their destination at 



 

a small pond. Their task there was to catch  as 

many fish es as they could .  In the afternoon, th ey 

wer e divided into a girl group and boy group.  

While the boys mad e a poem about nature , the 

girls learned  a traditional dance from Aceh. After 

dinner they perform ed  the dance and read out 

the poem.  

That night, thunderstorms made them unable to 

stay in their tents . Though the student s did not get 

the chance to sleep  in their tents they still had a 

wonderful time spending a night with their friends.  

In the morning o n the last day of the camping 

trip, they had their morning walk and conducted 

more activities. T hey had group games such as 

building balloon towers and stepping mat. The 

students learn ed  to work together in solving 

problem s as a team.  After lunch  they headed 

back to JIMS.  
 

Secondary Focus 

Secondary student s in Year 10 and 12 took  some 

Cambridge  exa ms over the past few weeks.  We 

wish them the best of luck with their results.  The 

next session of exams for Y ear 10 students will be 

this coming May  2012. 
 

Secondary Mock Exams  

Secondary mock exam week will run from the 10 th 

ð 13th January.  During this four day period 

students will take exams in all subjects that they 

take , under strict exam conditions and 

regulations.  It is of paramount importance that 

students get themselves prepared to take the 

exams by reviewing their lessons during the 

holiday peri od.  Over the coming weeks, subject 

teachers will be preparing students for the papers 

and giving them useful advice and structures for 

personal study.  Year 10 results from the mock 

exams will be  submitted to Cambridge as their  

predicted grades.  

Secondary  Reports 

Report card day for Secondary will be given on 

Friday 27th January 2011 from 8 am  to 12 noon.  

Parents should make an appointment with the 

class teacher to discuss the progress of their child. 

Other Secondary teachers will also be available 

for co nsultation on that day.  

 

Secondary Plagiarism Workshop  

Wednesday 16 th November   8 ð 12.30 

An ever -growing concern in schools with rising 

internet usage is plagiarism.  Often students 

plagiarise  unknowingly and without intent but we 

feel it is important to  raise awareness of this issue 

amongst students and parents.  Parents are 

invited and encouraged to come to the first part 

of the session which will take the form of a 

general overview and discussion.  After snack 

time (9.30,) students will split off into various 

groups to complete a mini -project exploring their 

understanding of the topic.  

Notes to parents  

-We would like to remind parents to inform class 

teachers and/or office staff when students are 

not coming to school.  

-When your child is not allowed t o join an activity 

schedule d  for a particular day, please inform the 

class teacher by letter clearly stating  the reason.  

-Please be reminded that if your child does not 

bring swimming gear on a swimming  day,  

swimming gears  can b e borrowed from the 

school .  Please remind your child to bring their 

complete gears  on sport days.  

 

Important dates:  

6 November  : Idul Adha  

7 November  : Students return to school  

7 November  : ASA block B starts  

27 November  : Islamic New Year 1432 H  

15 December   End of Year Produ ction  

 

 

Dr. Alexander Irwan  

Acting Principal
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